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W E L C O M E  T O  C H R I S T  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  
 

A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS! It’s a joy to have you worshipping with us! 
We would like to know you better—just complete one of the orange “Glad you’re 
here!” cards from a pew rack to place into the offering plate as it circulates. 
 

BREAKING THE SOUND BARRIER!  We invite you to try one of our listening devices to 
allow you to sit anywhere in the sanctuary. They are available by speaking to an usher. 
 

PINK PRAYER CARDS:  You may write names for prayer on a pink card found in the 
pew rack. Please place your card on the altar rail for inclusion in the prayers of the 
day. If you wish a name to be added to our printed prayer list (for four weeks) 
please write “Prayer List” on the card. Please be sure this prayer request is 
approved by the person for whom we are praying. 
 

“LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER!”  Christ Lutheran’s Prayer Chain is available daily for 
prayer for members, friends and family.   You may call JoAnn Sallo, chairperson at 
201-666-2156 or the church office with your joys or concerns. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION:  All who are baptized are invited to the table where Christ is 
bodily present in the bread and wine. At the directions of our ushers, all who are 
able kneel at the rail to receive this gift. The individual cups contain wine and grape 
juice (grape juice is in the center of the tray). A common cup with wine is also 
available. Children who commune should hold out their hands to the server.  
 

NURSERY FACILITIES: There is a self-serve Nursery and Infant Room for young children 
accompanied by their parents. The Infant Room contains a bathroom with a changing 
table. These rooms are located along the hallway from the side door of the sanctuary. 
 

NEED AN OFFERING ENVELOPE?  We have envelopes in the pews for you. Please 

include your contact information or envelope number.  We also accept checks 
online.     Visit our website (www.clc4u.com) and click on “Give” to learn how to set 
up an account with your bank information. Thank you for your gift! 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Pastor: Rev. Marc A. Stutzel 
Director of Music: Argine Safari 
Interim Choir Director/Organist: Teresa Shyr 
Director of Youth Choirs: David Scance 
Administrative Assistant: Doris Crouse 
32 Pascack Rd., Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677  
201-391-4224 clc4u2@verizon.net 

Share with us at clc4u.com  

 facebook.com/clc4u 

 
instagram.com/clc4u 

 @christwoodcliff 

Open on Sundays: 9:00 and 10:30 am 

http://www.clc4u.com/
mailto:clc4u2@verizon.net
http://www.clc4u.com/


 
 
[For today’s worship all portions in italics will be spoken by our worship leaders. Congregational 
responses are in bold-faced type.] 
 
 
 
[Please stand as you are able.] 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
 we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, O Living One, 
 for you have created all, and you water the earth abundantly. 
Oceans and aquifers praise you. Rivers and streams bless you. 
All life is sustained by you, our Source. 
 

We praise you for Christ, the firstborn from the dead, 
 who frees us from sin and raises us up to new life. 
Here at this font we touch the river of the water of life, 
 bright as crystal, flowing through the city of God. 
Here, death is washed away forever. 
Here, we are grafted into the tree of life, 
 with leaves for the healing of the world. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on this assembly, 
 into this community, and throughout all creation. 
Cleanse us from our fears and drown our divisions. 
Grant that all may drink of your mercy and peace, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
 



 
[Please remain standing as you are able.] 

GATHERING SONG – “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” 

 
 
 

 
 



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour 
into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may 
know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON     [The congregation may sit.] 
 

THE FIRST READING – Acts 11:1-18 
1Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had 
also accepted the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem,                     
the circumcised believers criticized him, 3saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised 
men and eat with them?” 4Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, 
saying, 5“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was 
something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four 
corners; and it came close to me. 6As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, 
beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7I also heard a voice saying to me,     
‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane 
or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9But a second time the voice answered 
from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’                  
10This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven.        
11At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house 
where we were. 12The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction 
between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the 
man’s house. 13He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and 
saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14he will give you a 
message by which you and your entire household will be saved.’ 15And as I began to 
speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16And I 
remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water,     
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave them the same gift 
that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could 
hinder God?” 18When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, 
saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” 
The Word of the Lord.     
Thanks be to God. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[Please stand as you are able.] 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL according to St. John 13:31-35 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and 
God has been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify 
him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a 
little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the religious authorities* so now I 
say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should 
love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.” 
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
[The congregation may sit.] 
 

CONGREGATION ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRAYER REQUESTS    
[Pink prayer cards with your joys or concerns may be placed on the altar rail.] 

 

SERMON – “By This” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[The offering will be received during the singing of the following song.] 

 
 



 
SONG – “Here I Am Lord” 

 
 
 
 
 



 
[Please stand as you are able.] 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE DAY   [Please remain standing.] 
Loving God, you teach us to keep nothing from you. We bring to you all our prayers, 
large and small, those heavy on our hearts and those known only to you. 
 

Send your Holy Spirit upon your church. We pray for our Bishops, Elizabeth and 
Tracie, and our fellow servants of the gospel, including our friends at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church in Pearl River and Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Old 
Tappan. Awaken in us renewed commitment to our baptismal promises: to build 
community, to worship together, to share our faith, to serve others, and to work for 
justice and peace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Call all nations to the repentance that leads to life. We pray for Donald, the 
President; Cory and Robert, NJ Senators; and Josh, NJ Representative. Empower 
legislators to craft laws reflecting your commandments to love and serve. Bless 
police officers, firefighters, paramedics, and first responders who put themselves at 
risk to care for others. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Make your home among us and shelter us from storms of death, mourning, crying, 
and pain. Draw near to those who weep and to those who are lonely. Restore health 
and wholeness to those who suffer, especially: 

Beverly Albert, Dolores Albert, Sharon Bongard, John Paul Carbaugh, Kathy Cipoletti 
Tony Conboy, Elizabeth Danko, Ken Eastlund,  Jackson Fehr, Flynn, Kim Herrera, Katie, 

Mae Hulburt, Kim and Tom Kearns, Camp Koinonia, Kristi, Ryan Maffer,                          
Mary Lou Muldering, Lorraine and Jack Sadlon, Argine Safari, Jimmy Saladino,              

JoAnn Sallo, Lynn Sladovich, Nancy Sweet 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you 
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad 
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you.    
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Come, not because you are perfect but because, through Christ Jesus, you are invited. 
 [The congregation may sit.] 

HOLY COMMUNION 
[All are invited to the Table where Christ is bodily present in the bread and drink. 

At the direction of our ushers, everyone who is able kneels at the rail.  
Bread will be distributed first (gluten free wafers are available),  

followed by wine and grape juice in individual cups.  
A chalice with wine is also available.  

Children and all who have not received First Communion will receive a blessing. 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.   

Amen.] 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
[Please stand.] 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace.  
Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to 
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your 
people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show 
your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  
Amen. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Dear God, thank you for friends who support us and a church who promises 
to pray with us. Help us to see how your love for us is why we are kind, considerate, and 
patient to each other and why we try to always do what is right.  
Amen 
 
THE BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
[Please remain standing.] 

SENDING SONG – “Shine, Jesus, Shine”    Words and Music by Graham Kendrick 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



REFLECTION –    You Are Who You Eat With               Pastor Marc A. Stutzel    
 
What was the last thing God revealed to you that you struggled with? 
 
In today’s reading from the book of Acts, Peter recalled a moment in his life when he did 
not understand what God was telling him. Peter, after he saw God at work in people 
who were not Jewish, began to include them in his ministry. He entered into their homes 
to teach, baptize, and eat with them. At the time, the early church was debating about 
what to do with non-Jews (or Jews who were also Greek) who believed in Jesus. These 
new converts to the faith did not share Jesus’ faith tradition or follow all of his cultural 
practices. They did not keep kosher (i.e.  follow food laws) or participate in the every rite 
that defined the Jewish community as Jewish. As more and more Gentiles began to 
follow Jesus, the church wasn’t sure how to (or if they even should) include them. At 
first, they established new ministries (aka deacons) to oversee the faith life of Jewish 
people with a Greek ethnic background. But then came the moment when the Holy 
Spirit told the church to include all who follow the Jesus. While at a meeting with the 
church community in Jerusalem, Peter’s practice of eating with non-Jews was 
questioned. He responded by sharing with the other apostles what the Spirit had 
showed him.  
 
What struck me about Peter’s vision how honest he was about how long it took him to 
understand what God was doing. The Spirit gave Peter a vision of a divine banquet 
where ritually uncleaned animals were being served. Peter, who kept kosher, knew be 
couldn’t eat these animals. But a voice kept inviting Peter to eat. Peter, at first, said no 
but the voice was persistent. After being prodded by the Spirit three times, Peter finally 
understood what God was telling him. God was already at work with those who were 
not keeping kosher and the Spirit was already making them followers of Christ. Peter’s 
job was to help the church become more inclusive by including those God had already 
made God’s own.  
 
If we’re honest, we know it sometimes takes two, three, or a dozen messages from God 
before we finally understand what God is telling us. When we look back at our life, we 
find moments when God was at work and we did not know it. That does not mean we 
were failures. Rather we, like Peter, needed time to embrace what God was already 
doing. In Paul’s version of today’s story, even Peter occasionally reverted to not being as 
inclusive as God wanted him to be. One of our responsibilities as Christians is to admit 
when we do not understand what God is doing. We are called to share every part of our 
story. Because when finally we see what God is already up to, we can then meet Jesus 
where he already is.  


